To be confirmed on 13th May 2019
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 1st April 2019 

at the Barlow, Edgworth
Present: 
Councillor H Dowle (in the Chair)


     
Councillors D Appleby, P Birch, S Danks, L Jeffries, J Rigby & D Wild
Also present:, G Syddall (Clerk), and five members of the public
7714 Minutes
Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2019 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
7715 Declarations of Interest

Councillor Jeffries declared an interest in planning application 10/19/0090. She took no part in the discussion or voting thereon.
7716 The Barlow
A report was circulated outlining the advice received from Stephen Claus, a solicitor specialising in charity law.
Mr Claus confirmed that, as Custodian Trustee, the Parish Council merely holds the title deeds to the estate. The Parish Council’s only role is, in the event of the Trustees wishing to dispose of some or all of the estate, to make sure that it is disposed of properly and legally. 
The Custodian Trustee has no role in the management of the Charity, nor does it have any responsibility for maintaining the estate.

The Barlow Charity scheme provides for the Parish Council to appoint four trustees. 
These appointees become trustees in their own right, and do not represent the Parish Council in any way. The Parish Council may choose not to appoint any or all trustees.
Should the Charity wish to remove the right to appoint, it must seek the approval of the Parish Council. 

In terms of the Barlow roof, Mr Claus advised that the Parish Council ‘has no legal responsibility to contribute towards repairs, and indeed it would be inappropriately interfering in the management of a registered charity in respect of any part of the property which is the sole responsibility of the charity trustees’.   
He went so far as to say it would be unlawful for the Parish Council to consider raising monies for this purpose, resulting in an increase in the precept.  Although a Parish Council has a limited discretion to apply certain funds for charitable purposes, it would plainly not extend to the refurbishment of a large building such as the Barlow Institute. 

The Society of Local Council Clerks has also confirmed that a grant or loan by a Parish Council cannot be financed by a Public Works Loan Board loan.

A report was circulated from the Chair of the Trustees, giving an update on finances, limited liability, the Cricket Club lease, proposed artificial games pitch and funding.
7717 Use of The Moss for Filming

Chris Webb of Film Locations addressed the meeting about the possibility of using The Moss for the filming of a programme about the origins of football. 
Filming would take place over a few day, plus additional days for setting up and re-instatement. A fee would be payable (which could be used for the repair of the gates onto The Moss), and local residents would be informed of the proposals by letter.
Should the film company agree that they would like to use The Moss, a draft contract will be sent to the Parish Council for approval.

Resolved: That approval in principle be given for the use of The Moss for filming.

7718 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/19/0090, 10/19/0142, 10/19/0149, 10/19/0188, 10/19/0196, 10/19/0198 and 10/19/0210.
7719 Planning Decisions

Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications.

7720 Accounts
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:
            A Herd
March salary


£  375.50

           G Syddall
March salary & expenses
£  875.65


      Zen Internet Ltd 


Broadband service

£    18.37   

Dave Rowley Landscapes

Litter/Lengthsman March
£1380.00

BT plc




Telephone


£  120.07

HMRC




Income tax/Nat Ins.

£  175.00

Lancs Assoc Local Councils
Subscription


£  609.90

E-On




Electricity (toilets)

£    38.20

7721 Toilet Attendant – Rate of Pay
Resolved: That, from 1st April 2019, the rate of pay for the Toilet Attendant be increased to £8.62 per hour.
7722 Gates on The Moss

Resolved: That consideration of repairs to the stone gatepost at the northern end of Rivington Road be deferred, pending a second quote for the work.

7723 Community Gardens in Chapeltown

An update was given on the proposed planters in Edgworth, and the work which has been carried out so far to improve the garden on High Street, Chapeltown.

Resolved: That approval be given for the purchase of stickers to be placed on the planters

7724
Elector’s Meeting

Resolved: That the annual elector’s meeting be held on Monday, 20th May at 7.30pm.

7725 Correspondence 

Correspondence received since the last meeting was made available for inspection and noted, including thank you letters from the Bolton Mountain Rescue Team and North West Air Ambulance, and bank statements.  
 Comments on Planning Applications received by 27th March 2019
10/19/0090    Insertion of first floor window opening and erection of first floor rear balcony at 3A Wood Vale, Vale Street, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objection to the first floor window opening, but objects to the balcony on the grounds that it will cause overlooking of neighbouring properties
10/19/0142    Listed building consent for three conservation roof lights at


 3 Horrocks Fold, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development

10/19/0149    Demolition of outbuildings and erection of one dwelling at 

Hob Lane Farm, 475 Blackburn Road, Edgworth 


Whilst the Parish Council had no objection to the previous application (10/18/1002) for the erection of a dwelling on this site, it feels that this proposal is an over-development of the site and may cause overlooking of neighbouring properties

10/19/0188    Demolition of dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling at 

Nabbs Farm, Green Arms Road, Chapeltown 



The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development

10/19/0196    Variation/removal of conditions 1 and 6 in relation to application 10/17/1428 for the erection of kennels and the breeding of dogs at West Pennine Remembrance Park, Entwistle


The Parish Council objects to the removal of these conditions, on the grounds that that the breeding of dogs is an inappropriate use in a peaceful and scenic memorial park, and that the noise from dogs barking is particularly intrusive

10/19/0198   Garage conversion and single storey extension at 3 Barn Meadow, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objection to the conversion of the garage to residential use, but objects to the proposed pitched roof as it will overhang the neighbouring property

10/19/0210    Single storey rear extension at 55 High Street, Chapeltown 



The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development

Noted: That the next meeting of the Parish Council, and the annual meeting, will be held on Monday, 13th May 2019 at 7.30pm. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.

Signed - Chair 
The meeting closed at 9.05pm
